SOVIET  PERSPECTIVE  AND  THE  FUTURE
the famous Christian brotherhood of tngn, or elevated
to the realms of verbal mumbo-jumbo, like the
"fellowship" mysteries of Toe H or the Boy Scouts,
with moments of silence and lamp-burnings? Instead
of making vigorous plans for the wholesale destruction
of slums, does Stalin go about the "depressed areas"
giving spiritualised "messages of hope/* in the
pathetic manner of a constitutional monarch in a
Christian capitalist universe? When can anyone say:
'^Yesterday it was not Communism: to-day the
millennium has been achieved"?
These questions, simple and naif though they appear,
are crucial, and I must make some attempt to answer
them, in the light of my impressions of the Soviet
Union itself.
I have stressed, in this book, only the survival value
of the technical Soviet system and its underlying
philosophy, yet both the system and the philosophy
will change* There are a dozen possible alternative
directions for the future, though none of them imply
capitalism, in the Marxian sense of -the private owner-
ship of the means of production, with its accompany-
ing technical and philosophical limitations* The
Communist utopk is the stateless, classless society.
The absence of the profit motive, the raising of the
standard of life of the entire community well above the